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Sharing the experiences
of going Mach 3
Speakertells CAMmembers aboutflyingin
oneofthe world’s greatestaircraft

Donald Mathers. Lieutenant Colonel. US Air Force
(Retired), Topeka. was our first guest speaker for the New
Year when he spoke during our February Membership
Luncheon. Histopic, the Lockheed SR-71 Blackbird and its
predecessors, was especially interesting, as he had flown in
this world famous, recordssetting Strategic Reconnaissance

arrcraft. _ L , Donald Mathers

Colonel Mathersattended navigatortraining in Harligen. talks about
Texas and flew in KC-97 and KC-135 tanker aircraft. his association
including toursat Forbes Air Force Base (AFB)and Schilling with
AFBin Salina. Kansas. Hecommented thatuponassignment the SR-71

to Schilling, he boughtahome. ThatwasonaFriday. Onthe Slackbird

following Monday. it was announced the base would be
closed. Inside This Issue

Other duty assignments had Colonel Mathers in Ha- Armed Forces Day
waii. McConnell AFB. Wichita.and at Offutt, AFB. Omaha

U]

(notnecessarily inthatorder). Hisassignmentto Beale AFB. SRR T g aany d
Californiaand the 9 Strategic Reconnaissance Wi ng(SRW) Students will present History Day projects 4
wasto be aunique tour of duty. Colonel Mathers became a Volunteer hours net donation to CAM 4
partoftheinitial group of Air Force personnel who put the In Ménioititn 4
SR-71 Blackbird into operational status. Beale AFB be- . i N
came home of all the Blackbirds and also the 903 Air Anigres: yosing people insclence & iath -5
Refueling Squadron (ARS) withits KC-135Q tankers. The General Funston revisited 6
KC-135Qs were specially outfitted to refuel the SR-71 and Volunteers create unique gifts 7
"Speaker,” continued on page 9 Restoration of the 1941 Ambulance 7

We'd like to have you volunteer 8

Celebrity Pancake Feed 12
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Armed Forces Day
May 20

CAM will be involved in the activities
Wewelcomeyourassistance

Heartland Park raceway. immediately to the south of
Forbes Field. will hostits second Armed Forces Day recogni-
tionon Saturday, May 20. Gates opento the publicat2 p.m..
and activities will runthroughthe evening. The Topeka Capital
Journal, Topeka Parks and Recreation, and AT&T are other
major sponsors of this year’sevent.

As this Plane Talk goes to press, we do not yethave the

schedule ofactivities. but Mr. Bill Griffin from Heartland Park
was inthe Museum March 7, and there will be a full schedule of
thingsto doand see. Military and privately owned military static
displaysand acarshowwill take place during theday. A number
ofthe new raceway buildings will be open to the public. The
evening'sevents will bein the grandstands area.
CAM supported last year’'s event with several military
vehicles. the Hiller helicopter. and a booth of Gift Shop items.
We plantosupportthis year’sevent. too,and will have items for
the staticarea. We will need volunteersto be with ourdisplays,
and weare makingascheduleand numbers of volunteersneeded
tohelpwiththis.

Read., watch, and listento the local news media incoming
weeks for more information about the scheduled activities at
Heartland Park on May 20 or call the Combat Air Museumto
learn how you can help.

Reunionofthe
AirForce Photo MappingAssociation

Sheraton Hotel
Omaha, Nebraska
September 27 — October I, 2006
Contact: Dale Kingsbury
(314) 961-0519
e-mail: Photomapperacharter.net
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Dick Trupp
steps down from
Wing Commander/
Board Chairmanand
Volunteer Director

After anine-yearrun as Wing Commander/Board
Chairman and a seven-year run as Volunteer Director of
Combat Air Museum. Dick Trupp has retired from
these positions. Dick served as Wing Commander from
1997 — 2006 and Volunteer Director 1999-2006. He
remains as an active volunteer and active member of the
Board of Directors. To the best ofour knowledge. his
recentannouncement constitutes his third retirement.
One was from the US Naval Reserves; one was from
IBM. and now his reduced role at CAM. We are also
pretty sure his tenures as Wing Commander and Volun-

* teer Director probably brought hini the most headaches
forno retirement benefits.

Dick was recognized for his seryice as Wing

+ Commanderand Volunteer Director during the last
Membership Luncheon. On behalf of the Museum and
its members. Gene Howerter presented Dick withan
engraved plaque giving his positions and year-span of
service in each. So. the sad newsis Dick has stepped FormerWing Commanderand Volunteer
down from twoe key positions. At present, these two Director Dick Trupp
positions are vacant.

The good news is Dick is still on the Board of Directors. still does volunteer work at the Museum. will
continue teaching the Aviation Education Classes. will still be CAM s representative onthe Topeka Tourism
Alliance, and will remaina CAM ambassador-at-large. Invirtually all his endeavors with CAM. Dick has
beenavoice. and a very important voice. for the Museum. We thank him with deep appreciation forall the
time and service he has given CAM as Wing Commander and Volunteer Director. -

Join the Combat Air Museum!
Yourmembership
and support are important to us.
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Seaman High students will
present their
History Day projects
at the April 10th
MembershipLuncheon

Ourspeakers forthe April Membership Lun-
cheonwill bestudents from Seaman High Schoolin
north Topeka. These highschooljuniorsin Mrs.
Susan Sittenauer’s History class will be giving
presentations of their respective entries for the
national History Day contest.

This is the fifth year Susan's students have
visited CAMwiththeirpresentations. Usually. they
have faced the local and perhapsthedistrictlevel of
competition before coming to ourfuncheons. The
nextstopis Statecompetition forthose who quality.

and our Membership Luncheons give the students

an opportunity to fine-tune their projects before
thatlevel.

Thetoptwofinishersineach category at State
qualify for Nationalsin Washington. D.C. Susan
has become rather familiarwithourNation’s capi-
tal as she has taken Seaman students to Nationals
forseveral yearsrunning. The April luncheonis
Monday. April 10 at 11:30 a.m.

As Plane Talkgoesto press. wedonothave
aJune speaker lined up. but we will reportonthat
inthe nextissue.

Wedohaveaspeakerlined upforthe August

Membership Luncheon. Randy Theis will be
talking to usabouthistourand work inlraq lastyear
thathad himinvolved inforensic-related work with
items recovered from mass gravesites. The August
luncheon is Monday. August 14at 11:30 a.m.

7 - ¥ 7r

Visit our website at
www.combatairmuseum.org

Volunteer hours neta
donation to CAM
from Westar's Community
Partners program

Bob Crapser’s volunteerwork with the Museum
provided anextra bonus in March. Because ofhis hours
spentat CAM. ourname was drawn by Westar Energy
to receive a $750 donation. Bob's wife. Judy, is an
employee of Westar, and the company hasa Community
Partners program. Judy’s spouse Bob is eligible to
record his volunteer time at CAM with Westar.

Afterthe first 100 hours. the volunteeris eligible to
receive $100forthe activity for which he or she volun-
teers. For each additional 100 hours. the volunteer’s
name goesintoapool fordrawings. Thedrawingsare for
$500.8750. and $1000 gift donations. During 2005.
Bob putinbetween 600 and 700 hours of volunteertime.
so his namé went into the pool six times.. When the
drawings took place, Bob’s name was in the $750
category.

The recognition/awards luncheon was held at
Topeka’sdowntown Ramada Innon March 8. Danny
San Romani attended the luncheon with Bob. So.on
behalf of Combat Air Museum. thank you. Bob, and
thank you. Judy. very much formaking this gift donation
possible forthe Museum.

In Memoriam

Joseph W. “Joe” Walker, Jr.
February 21, 1928 —

March 5. 2006
SNB-5 and BT-13
Restoration Crews

#3031
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Get young people interested in science and math
with enrollment in CAM's Aviation Education Class

Combat Air Museum is making aspecial effort to join inthe promotion of science and math to young
people. Using the theme of aviation and the excitement of computer flight simulators, classes on the
PrinciplesofFlight, and hands-on studies ofactual aircraft, we hope to be a part of this national endeavor.
The Museum will work with the local school districts and particularly those engaged in the teaching of
physical sciences, physics and math to offer what we can to attract the interest of young people in these
vital subjects. We wish to give students experiences that might lead to careersin engineering, flying,
aerospace and beyond.

Overthelastseveral years Combat Air Museumhas conducted classes for students between the ages
of 7and 15 inits Aviation Education Class, focusing on the history of aviation, principles of flight, parts
ofanairplane and how they work, weatherand weather forecasting, aviation communications and flight
control. These four-day long classes are conducted over schools’ spring break and three timesin the
summer.

The cost of the class is $35.00 per student. For an additional $40.00, a student can take a real
airplane flightand experiencemuch of whatis covered inthe class curriculum, including communicating with
a control tower and
handlingthe flightcon-

trols: Thisisthekind |
of experience that |  Aonl/May . 2006 Events
hapefully might en- .; R G ey T S v
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General Frederick Funston revisited
ane-mail from one of ourreaders

Life Member Pat Marriottof Wilmington. North
Carolinasentusthe following e-mail inresponse to our
Plane Talk article on Jack Vaughn and his
Membership Luncheon presentationabout
General Frederick Funston.

“Thanks to Plane Talk and to Jack
Vaughn forthe wonderful articleabout Gen-
cral Frederick Funstoninthe February/March
2006 issue.

“The concluding paragraph. however.
needs some elaboration. Itistrue in general.

e Ly

Funstontook charge of firefighting. relief. and law en-
forcement. He setup camps forthe 300.000 homeless
and wasinstrumental insetting up sanitation.
medical. and communication facilities. Yes.
'he was later criticized for his methods and
lack ofauthority,' but because of his leader-
ship.order wasquickly restored toacity that
had largely beendestroyed.

A comparisontorecenteventsin New
Orleans could be made. butis hardly neces-

The San Francisco Board of Trade
recommended to the Presidentin 1913 that

as Jack says. that 'Frederick Funston was a General
famous personofhistime, yethe seemsto be Frederick General Funston be promoted to Major Gen-
not that well knowntoday.' But thereisone Funston eral, and this wasaccomplished in 1916.

place where heis certainly well known: San
Francisco. I spentmostofmy life inthe San Francisco
Bay Area. so please allow me to add to Jack’s com-
ments.

! A hu;:_e! e d!-ygars,ylhtem !
General Eunstun

IS smlﬁ neggndad' as

Savedﬂ San- Er-ant:lsen" .
after the 1906 o

earthquake and fire.

A hundred vears later. General Funston is still
regarded as "The Man Who Saved San Francisco' after
the 1906 earthquake and fire. Jacksarticle contains a
paragraph about this, butto San Franciscans itdeserves
anentire volume.

Acting entirely on hisownauthority (his command-
ingofficerwasathisdaughter’sweddingin Chicagoand
communications in 1906 were primitive), General

When General Funstondiedin 1917,
hisbody wasmoved from San Antonioto San Francisco,
whereitlay instate inthe City Hall rotunda. (He wasthe
first personeverto [lie]instatein City Hall.) The cannon
ofthe San Francisco Presidio fired athirteen-gun salute,
and the city wasrespectfully silent fortwo minutes. He
was buried in full dress uniforminthe Presidio cemetery.

The Presidio is now part of the National Park
Service's Golden Gate National Recreation Area,and |
believe his gravesite is still accessible to the public.
General Funston is remembered in San Francisco not
only by historians but by visitorsto Fort Funston. alsoa
partofthe GGNRA., and strollers on Funston Avenue.

For much more. visit the website of The Virtual
Museum ofthe City of San Francisco and the National
Park Service biography of Funstonaat:
http:www.nps.gov/prs/history/bios/funston.htm.

Thanks again for the great piece about this early
20" century hero.”

And we thank Patvery much fortaking the time to
provide us with this information and give us a San
Francisco perspective on General Funston.

>

Funston photo courtesy of Major General Frederick Funston
Boyhood Home and Museum website and
The Kansas State Historical Society
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Volunteersarecreating
uniquegiftsinHangar604

The guys wearinga layer of sawdust in Hangar
604 continue producingitems forsale throughour Gift
Shop. The recent production linesinclude Wrenand
Bluebird “Hangars™ at $8 and $10 dollars respec-
tively. A line of airplane wind vanes is also in
production. The scooter planesare still being built—
and sold. We plantohave examplesofeach product
set out for sale at the Celebrity Pancake Feed. 2>

Makingprogress

in the restoration

of the 1941 Dodge
Ambulance

Forthe firsttime inabout 23 years, theengine of the

1941 Dodge Ambulance was fired up, and Don Dawson
_drovethevehiclealittle waysupand downtheflightline.
The initial outing was a success for the engine and
steering, and italsorevealed the need torebuild aleaking
brake cylinder. The success was due to the work Don
and Beattie Dickson did on the ambulance over the
pastyearanditisamajorstepinthe vehicle’srestoration.
Another step was made on March 3, when the
Ambulance wasloaded onStu Entz’s trailerand hauled
to the Kaw Area Technical School in Topeka. Gene
Howerter, aretired Kaw Areateacher, madearrange-
ments with the school forstudents in the Auto Repairs
Course to use the Dodge as hands on experience in
painting automobiles. CAM supplied the paint, Kaw
Valley will provide the labor. Ifthe school’s schedule
allows, we hope to have the Ambulance back in time for
the May 20 Armed Force Day event at Heartland Park.
(Seearticleonpage2.) The painting does not complete

therestoration, butitisanothermajor step inthe process.
» » »

Jointhe
CombatAir
Museum!

New
Supporters

~ Dr. Douglas Anderson & Family
Steve Butsen
Charles Cutler
Donald & Becky Mathers -

Renewmg
Supporters
The Amos Family
Joe, Julie, & Zak
Larry & Connie Arensman
Gale:Beal v
Chuck & Connie Bradshaw
Bill Clawson
Ron & Linda Coash
BillDavis.
'Guy Homoly
James & Mary Hunt
Harold Jameson:
Donald Jesse
Bonnie Kreuter
Scotty Larimer
Roger & Linda-Lovett

Richard Long & Sharon McDorman

Bill & Irene Mohney
Martin Moyer
CariNall
Don & Nancy Nisbett
Rebecca Norburg-Carter
Richard Olson:
AmosPage
Loyd Thomas
Vic & Marjorie - Van Camp
James & Anita Young
KevinZvilna
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We’d like to have you volunteer

To paraphrase the old US Army recruiting poster with Uncle Sam. “We Need You™ to consider
volunteeringat Combat AirMuseum. Itisanenjoyableplaceto volunteer.and the Museum could use yourhelp
inthe following ways:

Workingin our Gift Shop [t’sa great opportunity to meetvisitorsto ourmuseum. Theycome
fromall overthe country and many foreign nations. Between visitorsyoucanread, listento music orthe radio,
watch TV, etc. Whetheryoucouldhelp one day aweek orone day amonth. itwould be greatly appreciated.

Carpentry Volunteers inthe Museum’s woodwork shop build exhibit cases and accessories for
exhibits. perform hangarmaintenance and repairs. and even build itemsforsalein the Gift Shop. Inourtwo large
hangars. there seemtoalways be several tasks for those with carpentry skills.

Shop Work The Workshop in Hangar 604 isa busy place and canuse anyone who likesto work
with theirhands. Restoring aircraftcan be a very enjoyable way to spend halfaday aweek.

Hangarand Exhibit Appearance Thisseems to beanever-ending task—cleaning the hangar
floorsand the exhibited aircraft, engines, and many otherartifactsinthe hangarbays. Itisavery importanttask
and will keepfolks busyall the time.

Educational Programming The Museum seeksto promote young people sinterestinthe physical
sciences, physics, math. and history usingaviationasaninteresting theme forcreating excitementin learning. We
have helped studentsdevelop oral histories thathave gained them national recognitionand college scholarships.

Community Activities  The Museumisamajor Topekaattraction and isa major participant in the
developmentoftourismand economicdevelopmentinthe community. Itwould be mosthelpful ifyoucouldserve
asthe Museum’srepresentative inthese activities.

Project Assistant The Museum has numerous special events such as the annual Celebrity
Pancake Feed. participating in patriotic eventsin the community, the Winged FootSK Fun Runand Walk. guest
speakers. mobileexhibits, and providing hangar space forreceptionsand dinners.

Graphies Museum publications. specialeventsannouncements. exhibitstexts. and photographyisamajor
part of providing ourvisitors withaquality. educational experience. Artwork. computer graphics. signage.
newsletterand brochure developmentare skillsbadly needed by the Museum.

ExhibitDevelopment Thisincludesresearch, designand developmentofexhibits. Working withour
Curator Danny San Romaniand our Archivist Tome Witty. ourcarpentry shopand machine shop. youcan have
theexperienceof putting togetheramuseumexhibit-anything fromafull-sized airplane toasmall historicaviation
artifact.

Accessioning Artifacts Thisisatimeconsuming, oftentedioustask. butall-importantinany museum’s
careand accountability ofits collection. Thereareliterally thousandsofitemsinthe collection fromlapel pins
to uniformstoartworkand all mannerofthingsinbetweenthat need to be identified. cataloged and marked.

TourGuides  TheMuseum conducts many group tours, some oftenrequiring more thanone guide.
Weschedule aminimumof 10 people foratour. and have had asmany as 100 inagroup. A guide canbe most
helpfulinmaking atouraworthwhile experience forour visitors.

Combat AirMuseumislike many community activities inthatitrelies on volunteers to serve and support
its purpose and activities. We wantand need you. Pleasejoin us foraday ortwoamonth. Callmeat221-
2121.and [ will meetyouatthe Museum and show youaround.

Stu Entz
Board Secretary
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""Speaker," con't. from page 1

its predecessors. the CIA’s A-12and M-21 reconnais-
sance aircraft. and three USAF program YF-12As
interceptor prototypes.

Colonel Mathers was assigned to the navigation
training section of the 9" SRW. He first flew in a
Blackbirdin 1967.going Mach 3.1 (3.1 times faster than
the speed of sound) at 81,500 feet altitude. Colonel
Mathers said thatat thataltitude. yousee ablack horizon.

There were three SR-71 versions. The SR-71A
was the most prominent. It was a two seat reconnais-
sance aircraft with a pilot in the front cockpit and
Reconnaissance Systems Operator (RSO)inasecond.
tandem cockpit. Colonel Mathers was an RSO. Two
SR-71Bswerebuilt. They had astepped cockpit behind
the frontcockpitand were flownas trainers. There was
asingular SR-71C. Colonel Matherssaid that. builtas
atrainer. it was somewhat a composite Blackbird and
not flownmuch.

At this point. Colonel
Mathers wentbriefly into the
history behind the SR-71.
- Many.and perhapsmostofus.
have heard of Area 51 or
Groom Dry Lake. the secret
AirForce/Governmenttestlo-
cation/air base inNevada. At
one time called homeplate,
Colonel Mathers referred to
thissiteas “the ranch™ during
his presentation.

And mostofusprobably
think the SR-71 was the sub-
jectofall the sightings of one of the mysteriousaircraft
developed and secretly flown out of Area 51. Well,
maybe. Butitismorelikely the long black jets flying over
thetest location were A-12s,or YF-12As, oran M-21
carryingaD-21 drone. The firsttwo flew before the SR-
71. thethird flew the same day asthe first flightof the SR~
71. In fact. the SR-71 conducted its test flights from
Palmdale. California.

The A-12 was designed as a follow-on to
Lockheed’s very successful U-2 reconnaissance plane
built forthe CIA. The need fora follow-on wascreated
shortly afierthe U-2 beganitsovertlights of communist
bloc nations in 1956. Lockheed designers. including
Clarence “Kelly™” Johnson. and US officials were sur-

prised atthe ease in which Sovietradar systems acquired
and tracked the U-2s before and after they entered
Sovietairspace. Johnsonand others feltthe U-2 could
fly withinvulnerability forabout twoyears. requiring the
study and designofa follow onreconnaissance platform.
and soon. As it turned out. the U-2 overflights of the
Soviet Union lasted until May 1. 1960 when CIA pilot
Gary Francis Powers and his U-2 were downed overthe
Soviet Union.

The CIA wanted a high speed. high flying. long
range reconnaissance aircraft with low or invisibleradar
cross section. Inlate 1958 President Eisenhower gave
the go ahead for the hardware development forsuchan
aircraft. funded fromthe CIA s special (secret) Contin-
gency Reserve Fund. In 1959 the Convair Division of
General Dynamicsand Lockheed responded toa Gen-
eral Operational Requirement for developing and de-
signing thenext*spy™ plane.

By July 1959, the CIA gave official approval to
Lockheed to proceed
withits A-12 design, and
in August. Lockheed
and its “Skunk Works™
was officially awarded
the contractto build the
next CIA reconnais-
sance aircraft. Photos
of the A-12 look re-
markably like the SR-
71,only the A-12wasa
singleseater. Although
the SR-71 became a
majorrework ofthe A-
12. it had so many
changesitwasasignificantly differentaircrafi.

Titanium was used in building the A-12"sairframe.
afirstforthe industry. Then there were the special fuel.
lubricantsand hydraulics. Thewindowstook threeyears
and twomilliondollarstodevelop.

In March 1960, folks in the Air Force Program
Office in Washington, D.C. asked Lockheed and Kelly
Johnsonifthe A-12 could beconfigured foranintercep-
torversionasastandby airdefense fighter. Johnsonsaid
yes,and design work beganonthetwoseat AF-12. The
design eventually and officially became the YF-12A.
Only three were built.

"Speaker," con’t. on page 10
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"Speaker," con't. from page 9

The A-12sand YF-12As were built in Burbank.
California. then crated in sections and trucked to the
“flighttest location.” allunderaheavy cloak of secrecy.
They were thenreassembled and prepared for flight. The
first A-12 flew April 25, 1962. butover five years passed
before the plane flew its firstoperational “hot™ mission.

Duringthat five-yearperiod the YF-12A madeiits
first flightin August 1963. Alsoduring thistime the M-
21/D-21combo ofajetand drone was conceivedasan
extensionofthe original A-12 reconnaissance capability.
Two M-21s(M for Mother) were modified from A-12
airframesand modified to carry a D-21 (D fordaughter)
unmanned reconnaissance drone piggyback. Thiscombo
first flew December22, 1964. and the firstlaunchofaD-
21 from(??)and M-21 occurred on March 3. 1966. The
SR-71 alsomadeits first flighton December22, 1964.

A mid-air contact

The A-12 finally deployed to Kadena AFB.
Okinawain 1967 and flew its first operational mission
May 31, 1967 over North Vietnam. January 1968. in
responseto the seizure of the USS Pueblo, the A-12 flew
aits firstmission over North Korea.

InMarch 1968. the A-12 flewits last of some 30
missions over North Vietnam and two months later
flew its last mission over North Korea.

In fact. the May 8. 1968 mission was the last
operational mission for the A-12. The first SR-71s
began arriving at Kadena in March to take over
reconnaissance duties. The A-12s returned to the
US. and on June 21, 1968, the A-12 made its last
flight. Between 1968 and 1973. the SR-71s flew
some 600 missions during Vietnam Operations.

Colonel Mathers then talked more specifics
about the SR-71s. Like their predecessors. they
were builtoftitanium and other composite materials.

He said the plane was 93%

between an M-21 and its
D-21 drone during aJuly
1966 launchdestroyed the
M-21. Afterwards. the
M-21/D-21 combination |
was dropped in favor of
using B-32Hstoairlaunch |
the drones. |

Once dressed,
the pilot and RSO
lay down in a recliner
' until they arrived

‘ at the airplane.

titanium and the rest was
Teflon-like radar absorb-
ing materials. AtMach3.2,
skintemperatures reached
500+ degrees Fahrenheit,
and titanium was the best
metal to handle the tem-
peratures and the expan-

President Lyndon
Johnsonmade twoannouncementsregarding the SR-71
family in 1964. The first, in February 1964, announced
the existence of an experimental jetaircraft. the A-11.
Healso said theaircraftcould fly at 2,00 miles per hour
at70.000 feetaltitude. The A-11 existed only asamodel
andstepin Lockheed’sdesigntothe A-12. [twasnever
andairplane. Five months later, in July, LBJ announced
to the world the existence of Lockheed’s Mach 3-
capable reconnaissance aircraft for the Strategic Air
Command. He calleditthe SR-71 and said itcould fly
over 80.000 feetand was powered by J58 engines. He
furtherannounced the program was firstinitiatedin 1963
and flighttesting would begininearly 1965.

The first SR-71—an SR-71B trainer—entered the
Air Force operational inventory inJanuary 1966 with the
4200 Strategic Reconnaissance Wing. Sixmonthslater.
this Wing was reorganized into the 9" SRW.and all SR-
71sbegan flying withthe 1*and 99" Strategic Recon-
naissance Squadrons. All the while, the CIA was still
looking for the A-12's firstoperational mission.

sionand shrinkage experi-
enced with high speed/high altitude flight.

The cockpit glass was also specially made. as it
had to withstand temperatures over 600 degrees F.

Colonel Mathers said there was a lot of roundness
inthe SR-71 sconstruction. Thedesignersof Lockheed’s
famous Skunk Works thought thisapproach was best for
producing a lower radar cross section (RCS). Then
Colonel Mathers pointed out the shape of Lockheed s
F-117Nighthawk stealth fighter—also a productofthe
Skunk Works-withall itsrakishangles.

Two Pratt & Whitney J58 turbojet engines were
used inthe SR-71As, specially modified foruse inthe
Blackbird. Asstated previously, they burnedaJP-7 fuel,
which had a high flash point. Airinlets forthe engines
were spiked and moveable. They shrank or retracted
under high speeds to keep a proper airflow into the
engines forfuel efficiency and to counterstalls. Colonel
Matherssaid thatyoudid not wanttostallaSR-71. The
spiked air inlets were apparently sensitive enough to
move inorout as the aircraft turned to compensate for
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differencesininletair pressures. Ifan "unstart." orloss
ofthrust. occurred inanengine. the spike would imme-
diately extend outtorestart the engine.

Colonel Mathers spoke of the full pressure altitude
suits they wore and that the process of dressing was
orchestrated inorderto get into the suit. boots, gloves
and helmets. Oncedressed.
thepilotand RSO lay down

But in 1997. President Clinton signed an order that
endedall funding forthe SR-71 program.

We recently received the first quarterly issue of
Loghook Aviation History. published by Aviation An-
tiquities Service. Thisissue hadanarticleonthe SR-71
and listed thedispositionofthe 32 aircraft built. including

the SR-71Bsand SR-71C.
Twelveofthe SR-71swere

in a recliner until they ar-
rived at the airplane. He

Phone calls came

destroved during the
program’s history. Ofthe

said every new SR-71 frequently remaining aircraft. accord-
memberhadtwo flyingsuits. to the base ing to the listing, two SR-

A typical reconnais-
sance bay payload would
include three cameras and
electronic. magneticand ra-
diationsensors. There was
also side-looking radar.
The SR-71 could photo-
graph 100.000 squaremiles

with the caller complaining
of no eggs, no milk,
roosters not interested in
hens, and at least one house
being knocked off
its foundation.

71Asare operational with
the US Air Force out of
Edwards AFB. California.
One SR-71A and one SR-
71B are operational with
NASA. and one SR-71A
isin Lockheed’s Plant 42,
Palmdale. Californiainthe

in one hour. With ASA 8
film.aresolutionof2inches
was possible. Thenavigationsystem wasastar-tracking
system witha 61 starschart. Thissystem produced an
accuracy of'one-halfmile after 24 hours at Mach 3.2.
Colonel Mathers said the Blackbird had a turn radius of
175 miles. This meant maneuvering inand around the
area of Beale AFB was somewhat restricted. There
were limited exitavenues from the base because of the
sonic booms generated by the SR-71. He said phone
calls came frequently to the base with the callercom-
plaining of no eggs. no milk, roosters not interested in
hens. and at least one house being knocked off its
foundation.

Colonel Mathers said training for SR-71 duty
consisted of 10 monthstraining toacombatready status.
Twelve simulatormissions were flown, then 100 hours
minimum flighttimeinan SR-71 beforedeployment. The
pilotalso had to tly three SR-71B check rides.

During its career, the SR-71 set over 25 world
records forspeed andaltitude. Most.ifnotall. still stand.
Theaircraft was officially retired in September 1989.
Colonel Mathers said a projectnamed AURORA was
thoughtby many atthe time to be a follow-ontothe SR-
71. but actually that project served as a cover for the
Northrop B-2 bomber. In 1994 three Blackbirds were
placed briefly back into service as Congress felt the US
was lacking inits strategic reconnaissance capabilities.

Reserve Fleet. All other
SR-71sareinmuseums.

Whatkind ofimpression did serving with the SR~
71s leave on Colonel Mathers? His car tag reads BN
MACH 3. Enough said? We truly appreciate Colonel
Mathers talking to usabout what it was like to be around
and fly inone ofthe world’s greatestaircraft of all time.
[tisstill afascinating plane. 2

For more information

For those who would like to read
about the SR-71 and its predecessors.
try Jay Miller’s Lockheed Martin's
Skunk Works, published by Midland
Publishing Company. 1995.

For local readers of Plane Talk,
there aretwo SR-71savailable for view
thatare withinaday tripdrive. Oneisat
the Cosmosphere in Hutchinson. Kan-
sas. Theotherisatthe Strategic Airand
Space Museum near Ashland. Nebraska.

> >
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COMBAT AIR MUSEUM

Celebrity Pancake Feed is coming up
Weneed youtovolunteer

CAM starts its fund-raising season with the annual Celebrity Pancake
Feed. Thisyear’s feed will be held on Saturday, April 29 from 7 a.m. until
12 noon.

Thisisa volunteer intensive event, so please block out that date on your
calendarsand come outto help this major fund-raiser. We will moveaircraftand
setup tablesand chairsand the griddle on the Thursday and/or Friday before the
feed. The day oftheevent, we usually begin our final preparations about 6 a.m.
so we are ready to serve at seven. 4

Areas where we need volunteers the day ofthe eventinclude: 1

Ticketsellers
Kitchen Police (KP)duty —make fresh potsof coffee, refill juice pitchers |
Runners fortransporting empty and full coffee pots toand from the kitchen
Sausage cookers/servers—sometimes withacelebrity

Drinks servers

Tablecleanups

Cleanup crewatterthe eventisover,

The Pancake Feed hastraditionally beena funevent foreveryoneinvolved.
MemberJim Leighton plansto have asound system going forus. and member/

music teacher Dan Pulliam plansto have some of his young folksinto play music. —§

So. please come outand helpus. Ifyouare notable to work theevent, come
onoutand supportitby buying aticket and eating some celebrity pancakes.

Visitors
During January
393 visitors
from 25 states
and
Great Britain

During February
_ S29visitors
from 30 states.

See you on the 29" of April. »
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